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W
hat was once solely a straw-
berry nursery with annual sales 
of less than 1 million plants has 

become a nationally recognized small 
fruit nursery, now shipping 2,000% more 
product than at its inception.
 Celebrating its 75th anniversary, 
Nourse Farms today off ers more than 75 
varieties of small fruit plants --- includ-
ing strawberry, raspberry, blackberry, 
blueberry, gooseberry and currant 
plants --- plus asparagus, horseradish 
and rhubarb.
 Established in 1932 in Andover, MA, 
by Roger Lewis, the Nourse family ac-
quired the business in 1968 and moved 
the base of operations to Whately, MA. 
The Nourse family continues to manage 
day-to-day operations at the farm.  Tim 
Nourse serves as President.  Mary Nourse 
is Director, and Nate Nourse is Sales 
Director.
 “We’re located here in the Connecti-
cut River Valley of Western Massachu-
setts where we are b lessed with Hadley 
fi ne sandy loam soil,” says farm presi-
dent Tim Nourse.  “Today our farming 
operations encompass some 400 acres 
in the towns of Whately, Hatfi eld, and 
Montague, Massachusetts.  Plus, we’ve 
developed some fi ne acreage in Pasco, 
Washington.”
 Commercial growers and home gar-
deners rely on Nourse Farms to provide 
them with healthy, vigorous plants, and 
for practical information on planting and 
culture.
 “Our mission of producing top 
quality plants,” says Nourse, “is further 
supported by our Tissue Culture Lab 
which we opened in 1982.  Besides propagation of strawberries 
and brambles, our lab specializes in virus and disease detection 
and elimination.”
 Nourse Farms has recently established the newest tech-
nologies in RNA and DNA extraction and PCR testing.  “This is 
state of the art technology,” says Nourse, “that allows us to off er 
certifi ed planting stock.”
 Everyone at Nourse Farms strives to bring customers 
the best plants on the market today.  They provide complete 
instructions for success and deliver plants on time.  Their cus-
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tomer service team provides current and concise information 
and answers questions at every part of the season.  The 2008 
Nourse Farms catalog is now available; call (413) 665-2658 for 
a free copy.

For further information please contact Tim, Mary, or Nate 

Nourse at (413) 665-2658.  Tim Nourse can be emailed at 

tnourse@noursefarms.com.  Sales director Nate Nourse can 

be reached at nnourse@noursefarms.com.

I
t has been 15 years now since the fi rst 

issue of the New York Fruit Quarterly 

rolled off  the presses (January 1993). 

Th e goal of the Quarterly was to 

communicate research results, especially 

those funded by the New York industry, 

to growers.  Has it achieved this goal?  By 

many measures the answer is a resounding 

“yes.” 

 In extension, we are always asking 

how we can provide eff ective and effi  cient 

information transfer, and how we can 

improve this process using both ‘old’ 

and ‘new’ technologies.  If you had the 

opportunity to attend any of the New 

York Fruit and Vegetable Expo and/or 

many fruit schools held across the state 

in January and February, you would have 

seen full meeting rooms with growers 

and associated agribusiness personnel, 

representing a vibrant and exciting 

fruit industry that contributes to the 

economic vitality of the State.  However, 

these meetings are over quickly and 

messages easily forgotten.  Th is is where 

the Quarterly plays its vital role as a 

high quality resource that can be kept by 

growers for easy reading over time, either 

as a hard copy or accessible on the web.  

 Published articles include all aspects 

of horticultural management from variety 

selection to storage and processing. Special 

issues such as those on Honeycrisp 
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Getting Cornell’s Fruit Team Story Out to You, the Grower

FRONT COVER: National apple collection 

located at the Geneva Experiment Station. 

(Helene Bozzy, SEPPIA)

INSET: Fruit representing 21 of 1,6000 Malus 
sieversii trees growing in Geneva, New York. 

The trees, grown from germplasm collected 

in central Asia, contain a treasure trove  of 

genes for improving disease resistance of 

American domestic apples. (Peggy Greb)
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(Autumn, 2003), mineral nutrition 

(Spring, 2004), or stone fruit (Fall, 2005 

and Winter, 2005), provide information 

that in a previous era would have been 

prepared as a traditional extension 

bulletin.  Th e diff erence is that results 

are now available to the industry “on 

demand” and can be easily updated.  From 

a personal perspective, I fi nd it impressive 

to see copies of the Quarterly on desks 

when I have visited storage operations in 

Washington State and elsewhere.  Th is 

is just one of many levels of evidence of 

the importance placed on research and 

extension conducted by faculty, CCE 

Extension Educators and other specialists 

in the College of Agriculture and Life 

Sciences at Cornell University.

 While perusing any issue of the 

Quarterly, the commitment of faculty and 

specialists (both with and without formal 

extension responsibilities) to the fruit 

industry of New York is clearly evident.  

Initially the goal of the Quarterly was to 

disseminate grower-funded research and 

publication of articles in the Quarterly, and 

this is still a requirement for researchers 

who receive fi nancial support from 

the Apple Research and Development 

Program.  However, applicable research 

that is not funded by the Program is also 

published.  Articles on strawberries, pear, 

blueberry, raspberries, gooseberries, sweet 

cherries, plums, peaches and nectarines 

appear regularly, as well as stimulating 

articles by industry leaders.  Relatively 

few articles on grapes have appeared to 

date, but it is hoped that the Quarterly 

will soon expand to also become a premier 

repository of research and extension for 

New York’s viticulture industry.  Th e 

bottom line is that we should be proud to 

show any legislator, grower or agribusiness 

a copy of the Quarterly as an example 

of the high impact of taxpayer funded 

research in addition to direct grower 

research contributions.

 Finally, a thanks to the editors Terence 

Robinson and Steve Hoying, who play a 

vital role in organizing authors, twisting 

arms to ensure on time delivery, and 

reviewing articles to ensure that this 

premier magazine continues to provide 

information that is vital to the continued 

growth and success of the New York fruit 

industries.

 Chris Watkins, Associate Director

 Cornell Cooperative Extension

 cbw3@cornell.edu
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